Media release:  3 September 2010
Red Bus gifts Bus 612 to Ferrymead
Transport operator Red Bus will this Sunday gift its first MAN 202 bus to the Tramway Historical Society.
Red Bus has now sold 48 MAN 202 buses to other operators, but Bus 612 was special because in 1986 it was the first of its kind the transport operator purchased, Chief Executive Paul McNoe says.
“These buses went from five or more steps to just three steps, and they featured flat floors inside.  In their heyday they were ground-breaking.  

“Twenty-four years and 1.3 million kilometres later, it’s the end of Bus 612’s operational life with us. Gifting it to the Tramway Historical Society at Ferrymead means there’ll be a record of yet another transport model available for future generations to see how times have progressed.”
Buses today have single step entry and keen to allow easy access and provide a “better customer experience,” Mr McNoe says.
Past president of the Tramway Historical Society, Max Taylor, was General Manager of the Christchurch Transport Board when Bus 612 arrived in Christchurch in 1986.
“The MAN SL202 was a significant purchase for the Transport Board as for many years we were buying British designs. This bus was state of the art at the time and met new VOV2 German specifications with power steering, rear engine and automatic transmission.”
“We are delighted to accept Bus 612 from Red Bus, it will be the youngest in our collection of seven historic buses, all of which are still operable. It’s a great way to preserve examples of various generations of vehicles used in Christchurch,” Mr Taylor says.
Ends

You are invited to attend the ceremony on Sunday, 5 September at 2.00 pm. Programme attached.
For further information, contact Paul McNoe, Red Bus Chief Executive, Ph 03 371 3110, paul@redbus.co.nz
Bus 612 will be on display at Ferrymead and like other Tramway Historical Society buses, is available for hire/charter.

The Tramway Historical Society continue to fundraise for a display shed for their buses out near Ferrymead.


Tramway Historical Society Inc & Red Bus Ltd

Bus 612 Handover Ceremony
Sunday, 5 September 2010

P r o g r a m m e

Invited guests to park in Tamaki car park adjacent to tram barn, Bridle Path Rd  (access from Ferrymead Park Drive), and report to Square Shelter for registration and name tags.    Please arrive in time for special tram ride at 2:00 pm.

2:00 pm   
Special tram for invited guests to depart for Ferrymead township, stopping at assembly area in Moorhouse Square (opposite lodge building). (If wet ceremony will take place inside building) 

2:15 pm    
Ceremony commences

· President  Graeme Belworthy – Introduction  and welcome 

· Max Taylor (ex CTB GM and former THS Pres.) -  talk about the original handover of 612    (Bus 612 to  be driven in (by Red Bus) during this speech)           

· Paul McNoe, Red Bus CE - to speak and do hand over.

· GB asks Max Taylor to receive the bus for second time.

2:35 pm    
Graeme Belworthy then invites guests to board 612 to travel to Trolley Bus shed for ride on THS oldest bus -  1931 Trolley 210.  (612 to be driven THS)

While 210 is away 612 goes back for another load - continues to shuttle.

 3:00 pm
Guests return to Lodge building for Afternoon Tea.

3:30 pm   
Invited guests free to view Ferrymead exhibits, take tram or train back to Bridle Path Rd  and  have tour of Tram barn  and in particular project (for city tram extension)  before departing Ferrymead. 

 Note:  First Sunday of the month  is “Steam Sunday”   steam trams and steam tram will be running from late morning.  Electric trams and trolley buses also operating. 

