Red Bus driver wins Inaugural Tranzqual Australasian Bus Roadeo

As well as hosting the inaugural Australasian Bus Roadeo, (Christchurch’s bus company) Red Bus Ltd had the best of results with one of the company’s drivers, Mike North winning the event.

Held on Wigram Air Base in Christchurch over the weekend of 29-30 September, the unusual sight of big red buses being put through their paces in tight turns around road cones on the open tarmac attracted wide publicity on television and in print.

Mike North’s victory as the country’s best bus driver was not based just on his outstanding driving ability. There were three other components to the competition covering the ability to detect defects in a pre-driving inspection, and knowledge of road rules and customer service.

Bus Roadeos are very popular in the United States and Australia held its first Bus Roadeo back in 1991. Last year a driver from Red Bus became the first New Zealander to compete against the best of Australia.

They had such a great experience that Red Bus decided to host a Roadeo here with the support of the Bus and Coach Association and major sponsorship from Transqual ITO.

The twenty competitors came from urban and tour companies in New Zealand and Australia. Second place went to Roy Ida from Westbus Sydney, and Ranui Hui from Ritchies Coachlines Auckland was third.

Planning is already underway for the 2008 event which is being held in Hamilton.

