Commuter calculator helps compare car vs. bus costs

Christchurch commuters are being encouraged to discover the real cost of driving their car to work by Red Bus.  The cities bus company has taken the initiative to show the Christchurch public the possible savings of using public transport by putting a calculator on their website www.redbus.co.nz.  A giant version of the calculator can currently been seen on the back of one of the Red Buses.

Commuters can simply enter details as to the size of their car engine, daily parking costs and the distance travelled on a trip.  The calculator then factors in driving costs such as fuel (current pump price) tyres, service and repairs.  It doesn’t include other costs such as deprecation, registration and insurance.

For example a Sumner commuter with a small car can save over $5000.00 per annum based on travelling the 30 plus kilometre return trip to the centre city using the bus – that’s not even including parking.

Christchurch lawyer and Sumner resident Richard Lang has been using the bus to get to work in the CBD on and off for the last few years, and has noticed the increase in patronage, as well as the benefit to his back pocket.  “I have to admit I was surprised as to exactly how much I am saving” says Mr Lang. “It all adds up and that’s additional money for a family holiday or work around the house.”

Red Bus marketing Coordinator Nicky Halligan says that these potential savings have also been reflected in the growth of people using buses to get to and from work.  “We’ve seen significant percentage increases in bus patronage over June and July, with an additional 11.1% more people using the bus in July compared to last year. “

“If you have an average sized car, you travel 10 km to work and pay $4 for parking, it probably costs you $62 a week to get to and from work.  On Red Bus it will cost you no more than $21 a week if you use a Metrocard.”
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