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Media Release for Immediate release

Friday 26 June 2008 
Young bus driver set to take on best in Country

St Albans local Liam Bentley at 19 has already selected his career path and is enjoying some notable success in his chosen profession. 

Liam is Red Bus Limited’s youngest driver, and one of a growing number of younger people who are looking at bus driving as a career.

“I’ve always been fascinated with buses and when I was looking for a career it seemed like a natural option’, says Bentley.  “I like the contact with people, the job is well paid and I get to manage my own bus on a daily basis”.

As soon as he was able to obtain his Class 2 license (aged 17), Liam left school and commenced working as a refueller in the Red Bus service bay with a view to bus driving as soon as was possible.  

Now nineteen he has been driving buses for 8 months having completed a five week training course in Red Bus’s in-house driver development centre and a National Certificate in urban bus driving.  He has also competed a qualification in school bus driving – and is already driving kids similar in age to himself around Christchurch.

In just a short time he has made quite an impact, recently winning the right to represent Red Bus at the upcoming Tranzqual Bus Roadeo in Auckland on 12 July 2009.  To win he defeated Mike North, a seasoned bus driver who has represented Red Bus twice at the national event and whom won the national Roadeo in 2007. Mike will be joining Liam at the Roadeo again this year – the two teaming up to represent Red Bus.
Tranzqual ITO is the standards setting body for the passenger transport industry and principal sponsor of the 2009 Bus Roadeo.

Tranzqual’s Southern Regional Manager, Tony Greenwood, says he is pleased to see a young person succeeding in the bus driving world.

“It’s great to see young blood coming into this industry and he has already shown he can not only compete but outperform his more experienced peers to reach the Bus Roadeo finals.  This clearly shows that the industry training Liam has completed really works”, says Greenwood.  “I wish him all the best and look forward to seeing how he performs on a national stage.”

Is Liam feeling the pressure?

“I’m looking forward to the event and showing everyone what I can do,” says Liam.

And what about the future? 

Liam does not wish to remain simply driving for his career.  He has already told his boss of his ambition to move into other roles within the company as his experience grows – looking to options such as a bus controller or driver tutor.
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