Media release:  26  May 2010
Darfield bus driver seeks community support for new service
The driver of the new Red Bus weekday bus service from Darfield to Christchurch, Don Reid, is keen to see the community support the initiative.

Darfield born and bred, Mr Reid has been involved in transport since the family farm was sold in 1987.  After operating a Supershuttle franchise, he moved into larger buses, driving for charters and schools.
He sold his buses and contracted as a driver to a number of different companies, including Aaron Travel, Wonderland Tours, 8th Wonder Tours, Invercargill Passenger Transport and Torlesse Travel.

Active in the local community, Mr Reid is the President of the Malvern A & P Association, President, secretary and captain of the Greendale Golf Club and he is a member of the Darfield Township Committee.  He’s also had two terms on the Malvern Community Board.

He and wife Diana have two children and three grandchildren, and he understands the needs of the local community well.
“To  be  involved  now  in  the  re-introduction  of  the  commuter  service  between  Darfield  and  Christchurch  is  exciting.  My  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  community  must  go  the  Red  Bus  Company  for   seeing  this  service  is  now  for  real.  It is  now  over  to  the  community  to  use  it,” he says.
The three month trial begins on Monday, May 31, departing Darfield Railway Station at 7.15am, with stops at the Kirwee Hotel, West Melton Hotel, Yaldhurst Hotel and Westfield Mall.  The return service will leave from outside the Bus Exchange on Lichfield St at 5.30pm.

As a special introductory offer, fares will be half-price for the first two weeks ($3.75 adults, $2.50 children).  Standard fares (each way) will be $7.50 adults; $5.00 children.

Malvern Community Board Chairman Ian Warren said the need for the service was discussed when petrol prices increased drastically. 

“We’re impressed that Red Bus has decided to trial the service.  It’ll be useful for Darfield residents and people in the surrounding area as well – they will be able to drive to Darfield or the other bus stops, park their cars, and catch the bus, saving them money and helping the environment. Now it’s up to people to support the service so it will continue,” Mr Warren says.

The service will be reviewed at the end of August to determine whether it continues.
Ends

For further information, contact Nicky Halligan, Red Bus Marketing Co-ordinator, 03 3713 116, nicky@redbus.co.nz
