












NOTE: The templates are set up to 
scale correctly to the bus size. If any of 
the dimensions are manipluted from 
their original form, the final output will 
not accurately fit the bus and impor-
tant design elements will be affected 
or lost.

Each bus type has a grid/ template to match it’s exact dimensions. 
Usually set to 10% of final size. Contact Adgraphix or Red Bus for the 
grid/s you require.

When saving - include the grid name in the file name.

How do I know the dimensions?

Adgraphix - Red Bus specs.

To get the best finish, you need to make the 
best start. We recommend artwork for large 
format digital print be set up in Illustrator 
where possible, however we do accept and 
work with files from most major design 
applications.

Keep your artwork tidy. Delete all unneeded 
elements, check your layers, link placement 
and most importantly that you have the right 
resolution and colour setting applied.

Our preference is to receive your actual native 
files with fonts converted to paths.

Raster content (tiff, jpg etc)...  Files/links can be set up to a resolution 
of 50 - 75ppi (500 - 750 @ 10%). Using resolutions lower than this will 
compromise on quality. Higher resolutions will look sharper, but they 
create unnecessarily large file sizes.

The chart below explains resolution (ppi) required based on the 
viewing distance the print will be seen from.

ResolutionA perfect finish

Effects such as drop shadows 
require a designated ppi. This is done 
in Document Raster Effects Settings 
in Ai and not required in Indesign. For 
1:1 designs set this to 300ppi. If 
working at a scale % you will need to 
set it to allow for the sizing up of your 
design to print. 

Eg a standard design created at 10% 
requires the setting to be 750ppi so 
at full size (1000%) it is 75ppi.

Ai effects resolution

Adobe Illustrator  - any version
Adobe InDesign  - any version
Adobe Photoshop - any version

Compatibility

Unlike final files, native files allow us to make easy adjust-
ments should your file need them. Transparency effects 
can cause a myriad of problems. We can overcome these 
by dissecting your working file and processing it in a way 
to ensure maximum quality.

Final files do not allow us the freedom to make such 
decisions and leave your file more vulnerable than their 
native file counterparts. To reduce this risk please follow 
the recommendations in this document for each type.

Why native files?

Absolutely make sure the colour settings on all applications used are in sync. 
This ensures your design colours are represented correctly on your display 
and they will not change during processing. Always embed colour profiles 
when saving your documents if the option is available.

This example shows the same blue using two 
different colour settings. If you do not specify what 
colourspace you used, you could potentially get a 
blue, but not necessarily the one you wanted.

We recommend using CMYK in most cases as it 
improves predictability over multiple devices, 
especially if you use multiple print vendors.
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Here’s some best practices if you insist in saving and 
submitting a pdf to us. Remember pdf’s are final files.

• Sync all colour management settings on all of your apps*.
• Check doc raster and flattener settings (see page 1).
• Use native formats for links such as ai and psd.
• Convert all fonts to outlines.
• Avoid using transparency on top of spot colours.
• Place vector and text on top of transparency effects.
• Don’t turn on printer marks etc when saving.
• Save in version 1.6 or 1.7 not using any /X presets.

Pdf recommendations

* sync using Adobe Bridge for all Adobe products.


